





gy the other day when I met you 
. Jin ‘Which I was most interested. 

Bs“thought it would be a good thing 
for the United States to have an American working in Saudi 
Arabia on the actual construction of roads and irrigation in- 
provements. I would like that job and believe I could deliver 
it in a completely satisfactory manner, I have often been in 
Kuwait and have visited Bahrein, Whenever I was in Kuwait ‘it 
ecemef work pressed too urgently to make the trip in to Riyadh 
whioh I always wanted to do. 


With the increasing interest America has in ne | 
© 






Arabia it seems that it would be very beneficial to ha 

country gradually opened to western ideas. No more ce oO 

method seems logical to me than to improve road communicatl 

and food production. The roads will bring in vistors while: a 
creased food supply makes better health. 

As a result of my two years in Iran and Iraq with a ~a 
few visits south in the desert areas, I have come to see the — 
@ above mentioned job something like this: > 
4 
\y 1. The State Department arrange for one or several Pp; 
a Americans to vistt Saudi Arabia and make a plan for irrigati 

\y / land most easily accessable to water. This work would be p 
\: ned with the idea of obtaining the most water for the lerresty 
\y area in the quickest and cheapest way. Large projects and y 
A long-time plans would be held up temporarily with a priority 

on fast results. I know some surveys have been made. These 
| would be used in this planing. 

2. An Pin poe preferably myself) would sign a ¢on- 
tract with the Government of Saudi Arabia to execute this plan. 
This American engineer on the job would have access to any 
agency in the United States or any traveling representative 
to seek advice or information about new developments which 
might affect the assigned work. It would be over Spake that the 


initial survey group would be available whenever for 
consultation and that they would return after twag ee 
years to plan further in the light of what had besn complished: 
up to that date. I consider it important to havegghig engineer 
in the employ of the local government as my expergpnce has 

shown me that more can be accomplished that way. It is then 
the work of the country by the country and mapes possible the 
use of em? the teaching of native men for their own work. 
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Also less in the way of gifts of equipment and supplies is 
sought by the local government if the American éngineer is 
on their own payroll. The survey work, however, will be done 
best by an American paid group. : 

3. Roads would be improved as a means of making the 
irrigated areas accessable for the passage of produce to the 
non-producing sections. I believe that the building of roads 
is not to be stressed in the initial discussions as the tribes 
men and desert people tend to dislike roads because they 
easier collection of taxes. Extension of road systems could 
be done ice with the stress on getting produce to needy 
areas. he existance of American companies in Saudi Arabia 
will , of course, aid in selling road improvements, especial- 
ly if the use of their road building equipment can be avail- 
able at times. The pilgrimage visitors present another aid 
to the building of roads. 


This work of increasing foo for a country so poorly 
situated as is the case of Saudi Arabia is, as you know, of 
first importance to the people of that country. Those in 
power seldom realize that more food will mean increased pos- 
ition for themselves -- even in their frdal setups. The 
opportunity to earn a living, to have better health, and to 
go to school all follow irrigated land in that country. 
Schools and clinics are sorely needed but without reason- 
able communications and the very first essential, food, it 
seems to me, all else must wait. j 

In offering this suggestion I do not aspire to change 
existing political situations or to even interfere with them. 
It is enough to hope to see, in one's lifetime perhaps, better 
fed children and healthier young folks, If that could be 
done, and thru us, Americans, our country would add greatly 
to that already large stock of good will which I always found . 
and considered such an envied possession. 

I hope that you will give this proposal your serious 
consideration. If you care to have me stop in your office 
to discuss it with you I shall be glad to be in Washington 
at your convenience, 


Very truly yours, 


CMe =e | 


Ridgefield 
Conneeticut 
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My dear Mr. Gase: 


My. Allen hae referred to me your letter of 
June 9, 1944 in as much as Saudi Arabia is a country 
with whieh the Division of Near Eastern Affairs is 


e 


Zt is believed that it may be possible to sake 
arrangenents for the utilisation of your services in 
Saudi Arabia. Hewever, it can net be deternined as 
ay Whether, or under what cirewatances, tiie might 

eeible. It is believed, however, tt it would 
ve % to Gisouse the matter with you gevgoners? 

If 1¢ is eonvenient fer. yeu te proceed ‘be 

im the near future, I should be very giad te see you. 
X hepe that you will be able to come, but, of course, 
Z ean net make SS ee ae thi 

en of ng arrangernente such as these you 
suggest. 


Sincerely yours, 


Gerden PF. Merrian 


Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
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Mr. Paul &. Gase, 
Ridgefield, Connecticut. 
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July 14, 1944. 
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of the American Agricultural Mission to Saudi re ,- 
ee ‘a 
it with me and have studied it most intensively. “te the near i. 
ride 
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future I expect to be in Washington at which time I wifiupsop O 


in to return it to you. I am, indeed, mest grateful to you for? 


lending it © me. 4 
Could you obtain a copy of this report for me to keep? “i 
I shall be glad to pay whatever the cost may be. a 


Todate I have not settled any arrangements with the 
Arebian American 011 Gompany. Their idea of the work you and 
I discussed is along the lines we consideged but , of course, 
must be fitted into their needs and pocketbook. If they offer 
@ reasonably fair salary and if I have satisfied them with my 
personal quelifications I believe I shall soon begin ‘the work, 
at least in part, of fullfiling the Mission's recommendations. 

Thank you again for the use of this most interesting 


report. 

p.ol4 hal Very truly yours, 5 73 
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Ridgefield 


_ Connecticut 
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August 18, Me 


My bette We, Manet 

On votumming from ny VYasation Z find your letter 
ef Gaty 34, 3946 regarding the repert of the Anerioan 
Agvboultwred Mission te Saudi Avabia. I an afvelé that 
X com not comply With your vequest for axether copy of 
he vepart as we de not have any abditionad cepice 
& enjeges our taik and hepe te see you again ween 

finecyely yours, 


8/OR / ye Ghiet, mavisien” Fen Affaires 


aug 16 19+>P.Me 


wr Peak 2s oe, Ean 


NEL RAW SMW 8/17/44 
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‘wp ithe iitter 1 vith King Trn Baud watt 
ions teeny Pevattaeet, wat oh intends 











al | octoper 18, BSG 





Bat yoow to Bear in wind possible personnel. 
‘< to lease sow tat pou sey be going oct in the 


: ‘With afl geod wishes te yeu in yeur new venture, 
om 


Mineerely yours, 





Mr. Paul £, i. 
- Rhdgefield, Connestient, 
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